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Chileans are sometimes called the Yankees of
Latin America. There are some similarities which
might justify this comparison. Both were frontier
lands where new ways of living were in the mak-
ing. The stimulating climate of the temperate
zone no doubt contributed to certain dynamic and
piogressive traits as the two communities strugg-
led with the hostile environment for the produc-
tion of the basic needs of the individual and his
society.

The very names of the towns and the streets
reveal a common development of the socio-econ-
omic-political structures. Note the similar order of
such names: Indian, military, religious, statesmen,
poets and, finally, flowers.

Both were pioneers in the quest for freedom
Witness the theme of the Chilean national anthem
the land of the free or the grave of those who

“Tuetmgnuug agauisi oppression."

Thomas Hooker of Connecticut declared in 1635
“the foundation of authority is laid first by the
free consent of the people". This creed was em-
bodied in the Fundamental Laws of Windsor,
Hartford and Wethersfield, towns of Connecticut,
and declared to be the "earliest written constitu-

tion in history”.

In the recent urban renewal of the All-Ameri-
can-City of Hartford, the center of attraction is

“Constitution Plaza”. In this cradle of experi-

mental-livings-the- renowned town-haU-demoeracy
was born.

IMPORTANT DIFFERENCES

Although there are striking similarities and a
common heritage between these two communities,
nevertheless there are some important differences.
The touchstone to the understanding of these
differences is to be found In the role of religion
in- the life of the individual and- its relation to
the State.

The Separatist-Puritan-Democratic colonists
stressed the rights of private judgement of the
individual and the disestablishment of the Church.
They struggled for the freedom of conscience and
for a free church within a free state.

Disestablishment was the first article of the Bill
of Rights, "Congress shall make no law respecting
an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the
free exercise thereof.” The unalienable rights to
life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness and the
promotion of the general welfare were the presup-
positions of resistance to the tyrannies of State
or Church.

The democratic and equalitarian suppositions
gave the New England states an early
start in free public education. Colleges, and libra-
ries, inventions and industry followed quickly in-
the wake of the new freedoms.

Tolerance of cultural differences made way for
a pluralistic society and social mobility. These
were the prerequisites of an orderly and stable
government and pointed the way to an increas-
ingly high standard of living.

On the other hand, a hierarchical and oligar-

chical culture in Chile gave popular education a
late, start and religious intolerance made for a
monoculture. The rights of minorities and foreign
Entities were written into the constitution as late
as the 1880s and disestablishment came only in
1925.

In contemporary Chilean culture social mobility
is greatly accelerated, popular education is taking
the form of a crusade and populistis movement
is struggling to replace oligatchic dominance.
Recent trends in the Chilean Experiment in

Community Living show an emergence of an in-

creasing middle class, the prominence of foreign
names in the socio-economic-political areas and
the ' taken-for-granted dozen or more political

parties.

SOME'CIJLTURAL CHARACTERISTICS WniCH
CAN BE SHARED

The important differences between the two com-

munities need not be a liability or be detrimental.

On the contrary, the polarity principle can make

H
enrichment. The Connecticut Yankee,

with his puritanical sense of sin and austerity
can stiffen the invertebrate humanitarianism of
the Latin temperament and thus transmute the
ivory-tower idealism to bear-the-burden-of-the-
road realism.

The take-it-easy step-on-it. let’s go activism of
the North can well be tempered with the fiesta-
siesta-manana-quien-sabe philosophy. The tragic-
melodramatic-strain of the south would do well to
adopt the gospel of easy optimism and they-
lived-happily ever-after-spirit.

A trade of the cult symbol would be a good
bargain; a dynamo for the Virgin. The ingenious
Yankee tool-maker who manufactures everything
from fishhook to jet engines can be of service
to any culture in a technological age but the
machine should not enslave the person.

A CATALYTIC AGENT
Fortunately there is a current two-way stream

of cultural sharing north and south. There is a
modern rediscovery of the two Americas. On the
other hand this process is not so new.
In 1845 Dr. David Trumbull (1819-1889) came

to Chile to serve as chaplain to the sailors of the
world who passed through the Port of Valparaiso.
His parish gradually widened to include the foreign
colonies in that city and in other cities along the
Pacific Coast, and finally to the people of Chile
as a nation.

Jh\ Trumbull was a descendant ol Puritan For-
bears and of Jonathan Trumbull, governor of
Connecticut. He considered himself an agent of
the Reform tradition and in this spirit preached
expository sermons of the Scriptures, founded
Union Church, the Valparaiso Bible Society, the
Escuela Popular & (People's School), the Shelter-
ing Home, the Y.M.C.A. and the Total Abstainers’
Society.

He was untiring in his philanthropic service
to the whole community., As counselor to liberal
leaders of the Governmental Administration he
helped write into the national constitution the
Ley de Registro Civil (civic registration) and the
Ley de Matrimonio Civil (Civil marriage), thus
opening the way for the rights of minorities and
social and moral amelioration.

When these reforms were being discussed, Dr.
Trumbull made a vow that if they became law
he would become a Chilean Citizen. The laws were
passed in 1885 and since then a Yankee of the
Yankess became a Chilean citizen. It was a case
of perfect identification, and a catalytic agent,
the blending of the traditions of two cultures.'
David Trumbull was a Good Neighbor and a Peace
Corp man of long ago.

DATA FOR A ONE WORLD COMMUNITY
The cultural similarities and differences of Chile

and Connecticut furnish data and insights for
the formation of a World Community which is

aching to be born. Each community has made its

contribution to the emerging Great Society.

Chileans like Gabriela Mistral and Pablo Neru-
da are members of his One-World Community as
much as the Connecticut Yankees Noah Webster
and Mark Twain.

Hartford, Connecticut, home of forty-four major
insurance companies might write out an insur-
ance policy for social disaster in a nuclear^ age.
Santiago, Chile, in the . spirit of the traditional
quest for God and gold could discover new moral
incentives and compassion for preservation of the
individual in an ever-increasing depersonalized
society.

A study in depth of these types of Experiments
in Community Living is bound to make for un-
derstanding and appreciation of seemingly hostile
cultures and thus may avoid the snags of resis-
tance and disillusionment of Operation Alliance
for Progress.
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